General Practice Medicine. J H Barber & F A Boddy (eds) pp 365 £5.50 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1975 This book is fairly assessed in the preface as describing 'the ways in which illness presents to the family doctor and the steps that are practical and necessary before a diagnosis can be established and the patient managed in the context of general medicine'. Fifteen chapters cover the main systems of the body and a further nine cover the care of special age groups and practice organization. In the space available only a broad survey of the illness encountered in general practice is possible and the book is of limited use for reference. Its main value will probably be to the new entrant to general practice in helping him adapt to this field of medical care. Modern advances in investigation, particularly fibreoptic endoscopy and selective angiography, have done much to increase the proportion of haemorrhages in which a precise diagnosis can be made. Today's principal problems are the management of continued haemorrhage from oesophageal varices and bleeding from multiple erosions.
In the first group, the results of shunt operations are poor. Indeed, one wit has pointed out that the best way to be treated would be to be included in a randomized trial of conservative versus surgical treatment, to be selected for surgery and then to refuse operation! It is disappointing that the authors do not discuss trans oesophageal injection of varices or the transhepatic selective catheterization of the involved veins with injection of thrombotic agents, both of which may possibly prove to be safer in expert hands than the poor short-and long-term results of shunt procedures.
In the second group, the multiple erosions, the use of H2 antagonists receives only a single sentence yet recent trials have been encouraging in this difficult situation. This is an interesting book but one that demonstrates how difficult it is for textbooks to keep abreast of this important and rapidly advancing subject.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor ofSurgery Westminster Medical School Section Editor Section of Proctology
Clinics in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, vol4 no 2: Medical Disorders in Pregnancy C R Whitfield (ed) pp 273 £7.50 Saunders 1977 In this volume sixteen specialist authors review the medical disorders which may influence the course of childbearing, including psychiatric and sexually transmitted diseases, but excluding hypertension which will form the subject of a separate volume.
An immense amount of up-to-date information is contained in the book. Some chapters give the impression that their authors have been required to condense their contributions unduly and this has led to a rather abrupt style of writing and in a few cases to a somewhat cursory summary of treatment. Without exception, the contributions are of high quality and those on endocrine disorders and virus diseases are particularly informative. Almost all medical disorders which may affect the course of pregnancy are discussed, some of them very rare, so that it is surprising to find no mention of protozoal diseases such as malaria and toxoplasmosis, and no reference to listeriosis, osteomalcia or porphyria.
A great merit of this book is the inclusion of over eight hundred references, about two-thirds of them later then 1970. It is well produced, free from printing errors and has an adequate index. It is recommended to consultants of all disciplines whose work takes them into an obstetric department.
C G BARNES
Honorary Consulting Physician Queen Charlotte's Hospital for Women
Human Multiple Reproduction. Ian MacGillivray, P P S Nylander & Gerald Corney. pp 248 £8.50 W B Saunders 1975 Human twinning produces obstetric, paediatric and social problems. At the same time it provides a natural experimental situation for studying various pregnancy phenomena and the twins themselves, depending on their zygosity, provide an opportunity for studying interaction of genetic and environmental influences. There are probably few clinical investigators who have not been faced with a problem which held the prospect of being elucidated by a study of twins.
In fact twinning has many facets and the in. vestigator outside the field needs a guide to them all: T~is book provides just that. The type of twmnmg and determination of zygosity are given consideration as are the forms of placentation, the frequency and the factors which influence this.
<:Ij nj c~l obstetric aspects are given detailed consideration as is neonatal care. The concluding chapters deal with the prognosis for twin children.
Anyone seeking information on any aspect of multiple births should look for it here; if the text doesn't provide the answer there will almost certainly be a lead to a reference which will. I s SCOTT
Professor ofObstetrics & Gynaecology University ofLeeds
Anti-diuretic Hormone Mary L Forsling. Annual Research Reviews series editor D F Horrobin pp 158 $20 Eden Press/Lunesdale House 1977 In writing the first of a new series of Annual Research Reviews devoted to antidiuretic hormone, the author has had the difficult task of presenting a reasonably detailed, account of advances made in 1974-75 and at the same time presenting sufficient background to make these advances intelligible to the general reader. She has succeeded admirably. There is a comprehensive review of conventional topics such as the neurosecretory systems involved in the synthesis and release of antidiuretic hormone and neurophysins and the chemistry, bio-and radioimmuno-assay and metabolism of the hormone. Examples of novel or less familiar topics dealt with in this book are the release of antidiuretic hormone in response to nonosmotic stimuli, the function of the fetal neurohypophysis and the possible role of vasopressin or related peptides in the processes of memory and learning. A discussion of diabetes insipidus, the syndrome of inappropriate secretion of antidiuretic hormone (SIADH), and the therapeutic use of vasopressin in controlling gastrointestinal bleeding ensures that clinical aspects are not neglected. The text is concise, the latest work is reviewed as critically as space permits and each chapter closes with a summary of the present state of knowledge in the field. This review is timely and should provide a useful prototype for the future annual reviews which are promised. GWBISSET 
Professor ofPharmacology St Thomas' Hospital Medical School
Drug Treatment: Principles and Practice of Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics Graeme SAvery (ed) pp 1090 £16 Adis Press/Churchill Livingstone 1976 This is a valuable international multi-author book originally published in Australia. Its aim 'is to discuss the use and effects of drugs within a disease orientated context'. The first section includes chapters on pharmacokinetics, the pharmacology of the embryo, the fetus, the child, the aged, adverse reactions, etc. It includes well known names such as Sjoquist, Tuchmann-Duplessis and Prescott.
Section two systematically reviewsdrug therapy by specialties: anaesthetics, endocrinology, dermatology, cardiology, etc. This section includes chapters by Dundee, Sloman and Hollister.
The third section comprises useful appendices, drug data such as half-life, and protein binding, the significance of which are now widely familiar, though some physicians and even surgeons may be less at home with pK. and V d (ljkg), tabular guides to adverse reactions, selection of antibacterial agents and dosage in renal failure. This is a book of principles, of therapeutic advice, and of reference data; a book which falls clearly into that select class of books that should be available immediately at hand to all prescribers.
DRLAURENCE
Professor of Pharmacology & Therapeutics University College Hospital Medical School
Thrombosis and Urokinase. Proceedings of the Serono Symposia, vol 9. Paoletti & S Sherry (eds) pp 266 £8.20 Academic Press 1977 This is a book for the research worker in the fieldof thrombosis, particularly when he has an interest in fibrinolysis and thrombolytic therapy. The intro, ductory section contains helpful reviews on therapeutic thrombolysis, the physiology of fibrinolysis, the inhibitors of fibrinolysis, plasminogen turnover and plasmin-antiplasmin complex for. mation. The remainder of the book is concerned with urokinase and contains a wealth of knowledge (up to 1975) on this particular plasminogen activator.
AS DOUGLAS
Regius Professor ofMedicine University ofAberdeen
Leukemia Research, vol I no l. Sven-Aage Killman & C N Muller-Berat (eds) pp 74 subscr. (4 issues) $50 Pergamon Press 1977 One's first reaction to the announcement of yet another journal is inevitably slightly less than enthusiastic. However, in the case of Leukemia Research one may take heart if the high standard of the contributions to this first number are con. tinued, especially since there is no other journal solely devoted to leukaemia. No group of workers can scan all the specialist journals in which papers relevant to leukaemia appear and this new journal promises to simplify one's attempts to keep up to date. The stated aim of the editors is to publish high quality papers with a backbone of original communications including all aspects ofleukaemia and with pertinent reviews
